
Finding Work As A Residential Home Designer 

In my experience as an Architectural Designer, I have found the process of 
securing work to be a challenging and never ending aspect of the profession. As 
someone who tends to be more introverted, the role of a salesman can be 
particularly demanding. It is not within my nature to boast about my qualities to 
others, at least not in a serious manner. Unfortunately, self-promotion often 
plays a significant role in attracting the next client. Moreover, the specific market 
I have chosen further complicates the task of finding work. 


Operating as a small firm in the residential architectural design sector, 
competition can be fierce. The majority of residential design projects rely heavily 
on personal referrals rather than formal Statements of Qualifications, presenting 
both advantages and disadvantages. Building relationships and selling oneself 
prior to project commencement can prove challenging. 


So, if you are considering a career in Architectural Design, always remember 
that your reputation precedes you. In this field, your professional reputation 
plays a significant role in your success. Architects are known for their innovative 
designs, attention to detail, and ability to create functional and aesthetically 
pleasing spaces.


Clients, colleagues, and employers will form opinions about you based on your 
previous work, your ability to meet deadlines, your professionalism, your 
communication skills, and your desire to go above and beyond for the client. 
Building a positive reputation is the best way to open doors to exciting new 
projects, referrals, collaborations, and opportunities for advancement in your 
career.


To maintain a strong reputation, it's important to consistently deliver high-quality 
work that not only meets, but exceeds client expectations. This involves 
thorough research, thoughtful design solutions, and effective project 
management. Communication skills are also crucial, as architects often need to 
articulate their ideas clearly to clients, contractors, and other stakeholders. Even 
more importantly, you will need to finesse the clients desires and budget 
constraints out of clients when they themselves are unsure of what they want or 
need.  Often acting as a marriage counselor in the process.


Additionally, you will need to learn to collaborate with other professionals in the 
industry, attend industry events, and it’s imperative that you stay up-to-date with 
the latest trends and technologies to establish yourself as a reputable architect. 



Networking and building relationships with clients, colleagues, tradesmen in the 
field, and mentors can also contribute to a positive reputation.


Remember, your reputation is not something that can be built overnight. It takes 
time, dedication, and consistently delivering quality work. By prioritizing 
professionalism, excellence, and effective communication, you can ensure that 
your reputation as an architect reflects your skills, creativity, and commitment to 
the field.


It is important to note that I thoroughly enjoy the creative process of 
Architectural Design and all the work involved. However, from my perspective, 
seeking out and acquiring work remains the most demanding aspect of the 
profession.



